
Olivier Jaoul (1944–2005) 
We are saddened to report that
Olivier Jaoul of the Université
Paul Sabatier in Toulouse, France,
died on November 15. Born in
Neuilly sur Seine in 1944 and
trained as a physicist in the
laboratory of Jacques Friedel,
Jaoul was recruited into geo-
physics by Claude Froidevaux at
the Laboratoire de Géophysique
et Géodynamique Interne at the
Université Paris Sud in Orsay. In
1997, he moved his laboratory to
Toulouse and joined the Labora-
toire d’Étude des Mécanismes et
Transferts en Géologie. In both
Orsay and Toulouse, Jaoul’s
laboratory pioneered new
experimental techniques to study
plastic deformation and atomic
diffusion in mantle minerals; this
research was always characterized
by care in the design and
execution of the experiments.
The acquisition of new data for
atomic diffusion led Jaoul and his
colleagues to formulate a new
model for creep in olivine via
multicomponent diffusion.
Olivier was a master teacher, at
both the undergraduate and
graduate levels, with a refined
pedagogical style which was
didactic and philosophical,
typical of a person whose first
foreign language was Greek. He
enjoyed teaching young students,
not only in the laboratory, but
also in the field. Lastly, Olivier
was a warm and generous
colleague who leaves a long list of
protégés and collaborators in his
scientific and educational legacy.
He is survived by his wife,
Martine, and their two children,
Nicolas and Delphine.

R.C. Liebermann, F. Béjina,
and J. Ingrin

Alain Weisbrod
(1936–2005) 
Professor Alain Weisbrod sadly
died on October 18, 2005 after a
long illness. He taught at the
School of Geology (ENSG) and
carried out research at the Centre
de Recherches Pétrographiques et
Géochimiques (CNRS) in Nancy.

After defending a doctoral thesis
in 1970 on metamorphism in the
Cévennes (France), he founded,
together with Bernard Poty and
Jacques Touret, a research team
focused on the equilibrium
between fluids and minerals. He
spent one year at the Geophysical
Laboratory (Carnegie Institute of
Washington) to study the
influence of water and man-
ganese on the garnet–cordierite
equilibrium. He calibrated
experimentally the K/Na geother-
mometer for fluids in equilibrium
with alkali feldspars. His scientific
interests also included fluid
immiscibility and fluid mixing
during the formation of ore
deposits based on fluid inclusion
studies; alpine metamorphism;
oceanic hydrothermal metamor-
phism; boron geochemistry in
hydrothermal fluids; and tin,
tungsten and porphyry copper
deposits. 

Alain Weisbrod combined field
work, the acquisition of analytical
and experimental data, and
thermodynamic modelling. He
was among the first to introduce
thermodynamics in the Earth
sciences through his book Basic
Thermodynamics for Mineralogists
and Geologists, which was first
published in French in 1963 and
subsequently translated into
Russian in 1966 and English in
1967. He introduced many Earth
scientists to this approach, which
was very new at the time.

Jean Dubessy

As the incoming president of the Société

Française de Minéralogie et de Cristallographie

(SFMC), I am delighted that we have joined

this new publishing initiative. The SFMC

brings together French scientists in the fields

of mineralogy and crystallography, but also

petrology and geochemistry. It is therefore

natural that we have become a partner in Ele-

ments. The first issues have been exciting, and

our members are going to benefit greatly from

this partnership. 

The SFMC coordinates and promotes scientific activities in the field of

mineralogy (s.l.) in France. We organize meetings on focused scientific

topics and we sponsor symposia and special sessions at national and

international conferences. We also play an active role in training and in

organizing short courses, which gather large numbers of students every

year. We award annually the “prix Haüy-Lacroix” to the best PhDs in the

field. Of course, our activities are in French when they are addressed to

the national community. But we also hold joint meetings with other

societies at the European level. The last one, in November 2005, was co-

organized with the Sociedad Española de Mineralogía, and was held in

French, English, and Spanish!

The SFMC also shares the responsibility for publishing the European Jour-

nal of Mineralogy, a journal probably familiar to most of you, with three

other European societies, the Deutsche Mineralogische Gesellschaft, the

Società Italiana di Mineralogia et Petrologia, and now the Sociedad

Española de Mineralogía. 

Our internal publication, the “Bulletin de Liaison”, is the link between

our members. Joining Elements will give us more visibility on the inter-

national scene and help us strengthen our links with other societies. 

Catherine Mével
President
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IN MEMORIAM




